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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7, 12-15, 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato (Japanese Patent Application H10-56600), Tsukidate et al. (EP 
0838951). 

Regarding claim 1, Sato discloses program information searching device that 
automatically applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides for 
an apparatus for transmitting program information concerning a program to be broadcast, and 
meets the following: 

a program information database in which program information concerning a 
program to be broadcast is reserved (page 3, paragraph 7); 

retrieving-conditions-storing-means for storing retrieving conditions which are set 
corresponding to a radio communication terminal (page 4, paragraph 3 [tacit search 
condition storage means]); 

retrieving means for retrieving a program satisfying the retrieving conditions 
stored in said retrieving-conditions storing-means from said program information 
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database (page 4, paragraph 3 [the actual tacit condition causes a sorting out of the 
desired program]); 

Sato is silent regarding the actual movement of this information to a desired terminal. 

Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal. With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44). Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitation: 

transmitting means for voluntarily transmitting, when a program satisfying said 
retrieving conditions is retrieved by means of said retrieving means, the program 
information concerning said retrieved program to said radio communication 
terminal corresponding to said retrieving conditions (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 
25-37 [the transmission control unit controls operation to transmit data]). 

Sato and Tsukidate are combinable because they share a common endeavor, namely, 
program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it would have 
been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the receiver terminal 
without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate do the user will be current with the latest 
offerings being broadcast. 
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Regarding claim 2, Tsukidate meets the limitation - An apparatus for transmitting 
program information as defined in claim 1, further comprising transmission conditions-storing- 
means for storing transmission conditions corresponding to said radio communication terminal, 
said transmission conditions being used for transmitting the program information retrieved by 
said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal, 

wherein said transmitting means transmits the program information to said radio 
communication terminal corresponding to said transmission conditions, when the 
transmission conditions stored in said transmission-conditions-storing means are satisfied 
(col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 25-37 [the transmission control unit controls 
operation to transmit data]). 

Regarding claims 3 and 14, The examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known to 
transmit program information to a terminal at a time that is a predetermined time before the start 
of the program and it would have been obvious for Sato to include such a step in order for the 
user to exercise his options. 

Regarding claim 4, Tsukidate meets the limitations for the following: An apparatus for 
transmitting program information as defined in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the program 
information reserved in said program information database includes a basic information 
including the broadcast date and-time of the program, channel, and program name information, 
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and a detailed information concerning the contents of the program, the amount of said detailed 
information being larger than that of said basic information (col. 9, lines 10-48); 

and wherein said transmitting means voluntarily transmits said basic information 
of the program retrieved by said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal, 
and subsequently transmits said detailed information of the program retrieved by said 
retrieving means when an instruction is provided from said radio communication 
terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 7, Sato discloses program information searching device that 
automatically applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides for a 
communicating system comprising a radio communication terminal for performing a radio 
communication; a program-information-transmitting-apparatus for transmitting information 
concerning a program to be broadcast to said radio communication terminal; a program- 
providing-apparatus for providing a program to the user when a registered user purchases the 
program; and a communication network connecting the apparatuses with one another, 
wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus has a program 
information database in which program information concerning a program to be 
broadcast is reserved (page 3, paragraph 7); retrieving-conditions-storing-means for 
storing retrieving conditions which are set corresponding to said radio communication 
terminal (page 4, paragraph 3 [tacit search condition storage means]); retrieving 
means for retrieving a program satisfying the retrieving conditions stored in said 
retrieving-conditions-storing-means from said program information database; and 
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transmitting means for voluntarily transmitting, when a program satisfying said retrieving 
conditions is retrieved by means of said retrieving means, the program information 
concerning the retrieved program to said radio communication terminal corresponding to 
said retrieving conditions; (page 4, paragraph 3 [tacit search condition storage 
means]) 

Sato does not elaborate on the receiver details. 

Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44). Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitation: 

said radio communication terminal has program-information-storing- 
means for storing a program information transmitted from said program-information- 
transmitting apparatus; displaying means for displaying a program information stored in 
said program information storing means; and purchasing-instruction-transmitting-means 
for transmitting purchasing-instruction-information instructing a program purchasing 
operation to said program-providing apparatus via said communication network; (col. 16, 
lines 53-55 - uses program guide for purchasing the program) and 
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said program-providing-apparatus has purchasing-information-receiving-means 
for receiving a purchasing instruction-information transmitted via said communication 
network and program-providing- means for providing a program to the user in 
accordance with the purchasing-instruction- information received by said. purchasing- 
information-receiving-means, (col. 16, lines 53-55 - uses program guide for 
purchasing the program) 

Sato and Tsukidate are combinable because they share a common endeavor, namely, 
program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it would have 
been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the receiver terminal 
without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate do the user will be current with the latest 
offerings being broadcast. 

Regarding claim 12, Sato discloses program information searching device that automatically 
applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides a method of 
wirelessly transmitting a program information concerning a program to be broadcast to a radio 
communication terminal, said method comprising the steps of: 

a retrieving step of retrieving a program satisfying retrieving conditions, which 
are set, corresponding to the radio communication terminal, from a program information 
database in which program information concerning a program to be broadcast is reserved; 
(page 3, paragraph 7) 
Sato is silent regarding the actual movement of this information to a desired terminal. 
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Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal. With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44), Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitation: 

a transmitting step of, when a program satisfying said retrieving conditions is 
retrieved in said retrieving step, voluntarily transmitting a program information 
concerning the retrieved program to said radio communication terminal corresponding to 
said retrieving conditions, (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 25-37 [the transmission 
control unit controls operation to transmit data]). 

Sato and Tsukidate are combinable because they share a common endeavor, namely, 
program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it would have 
been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the receiver terminal 
without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate do the user will be current with the latest 
offerings being broadcast. 

Regarding claim 13, Sato meets the limitation - A method of transmitting program 
information as defined in claim 12, wherein, in said transmitting step, when the transmission 
conditions which are set corresponding to said radio terminal are satisfied, the program in 
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formation retrieved in said retrieving step is transmitted to said radio communication terminal 
corresponding to said transmission conditions, (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 25-37 [the 
transmission control unit controls operation to transmit data]). 

Regarding claim 15, Tsukidate meets the limitations for the following: A method of 
transmitting program information as defined in any one of claims 12 to 14, wherein said program 
information reserved in said program information database includes a basic information 
including the broadcast date-and-time of the program, channel, and program name information 
and a detailed information concerning the contents of the program, the amount of said detailed 
information being larger than that of said basic information; (col. 9, lines 10-48) 

and wherein, in said transmitting step, said basic information of the program 
retrieved in said retrieving step is voluntarily transmitted to said radio communication terminal, 
and said detailed information of the program retrieved in said retrieving step is sequentially 
transmitted to said radio communication terminal when an instruction is provided from said radio 
communication terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 19, Sato discloses program information searching device that 
automatically applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides for 
an apparatus for transmitting program information concerning a program to be broadcast, and 
meets at least a portion of the following limitations for a program-recording-instruction-method 
of instructing a purchasing operation of: a program from a radio communication terminal to a 
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program-providing-apparatus, said program-providing-apparatus providing a registered user with 
a program instructed from the user to purchase it, comprising the steps of : 

a program-retrieving-step of retrieving a program satisfying the retrieving 
conditions which are set corresponding to a user of said radio communication terminal 
from a database in which program information concerning a program to be broadcast is 
reserved.; (page 3, paragraph 7) 
Sato is silent regarding the actual movement of this information to a desired terminal. 

Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal. With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44). Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitation: 

a program-information-transmitting-step, in which, when a program satisfying 
said retrieving conditions is retrieved, a program information concerning the retrieved 
program is obtained from said database, so that the program information is voluntarily 
transmitted to said radio communication terminal; (col. 7, line 53 to col. 8, line 37) 
a program-information-displaying-step of receiving the transmitted program 
information at said radio terminal and displaying the received program information, so as 
to prompt the user to instruct the purchasing operation of the program; (col. 12, lines 2- 
18) and 
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a purchasing-instruction-transmitting-step, in which, when the purchasing 
operation of the program is instructed, the purchasing-instruction-information is 
transmitted from said radio communication terminal to said program-providing apparatus 
(col. 16, lines 53-55 - uses program guide for purchasing the program). 

Sato and Tsukidate are combinable because they share a common endeavor, namely, 
program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it would have 
been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the receiver terminal 
without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate do the user will be current with the latest 
offerings being broadcast. 

Regarding claim 20. A method of instructing a program purchasing operation as defined 
in claim 19, wherein, in said program-information-transmitting-step, when the transmission 
conditions which are set corresponding to the user of said radio terminal are satisfied, the 
program information retrieved in said retrieving step is transmitted (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 
8, lines 25-37 [the transmission control unit controls operation to transmit data]). 

Regarding claim 21, Sato meets the limitation - A method of instructing a program 
purchasing operation as defined in claim 19 or 20, wherein the program information reserved in 
said database includes a basic information including the broadcast date-and-time of the program, 
channel, and program name information and a detailed information concerning the contents of 
the program, the amount of said detailed information being larger than that of said basic 
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information; and wherein, in said program-information-transmitting-step (col. 9, lines 10-48), 
said basic information of the program retrieved in said retrieving step is voluntarily transmitted 
to said radio communication terminal, and said detailed information of the program retrieved in 
said program retrieving-step is sequentially transmitted to said radio communication terminal 
when an instruction is provided from said radio communication terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

3. Claims 5, 6, 8-11, 16-18, and 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato (Japanese Patent Application HI 0-56600), Tsukidate et al. (EP 
0838951), and further in view of Ismail et al. 

Regarding claim 6, Sato discloses program information searching device that 
automatically applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides for a 
communicating system comprising a radio communication terminal for performing a radio 
communication; a program-information-transmitting-apparatus for transmitting information 
concerning a program to be broadcast to said radio communication terminal; Sato meets the 
following limitations: 

wherein said program-information-transmitting- apparatus has a program 
information database in which program information concerning a program to be 
broadcast is reserved (page 3, paragraph 7); retrieving-conditions-storing-means for 
storing retrieving conditions which are set corresponding to said radio communication 
terminal (page 4, paragraph 3 [tacit search condition storage means]); retrieving 
means for retrieving a program satisfying the retrieving conditions stored in said 
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retrieving-conditions-storing-means from said program information database; (page 4, 
paragraph 3 [the actual tacit condition causes a sorting out of the desired program]) 

Sato does not call for a program recording apparatus for recording a program to be broadcast; 
and a communication network connecting the apparatuses with one another. 

Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44). Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitation: 

transmitting means for voluntarily transmitting, when a program satisfying said 
retrieving conditions is retrieved by means of said retrieving means, the program 
information concerning said retrieved program to said radio communication 
terminal corresponding to said retrieving conditions (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 
25-37 [the transmission control unit controls operation to transmit data]). 
Neither Sato nor Tsukidate involve setting up for remote recording. 

Ismail discloses a system for recording television programs for subsequent view by a user 
that includes a preference determination module, which is responsive to attribute information 
associated with television programs viewed by the user and generates recordation preference 
information indicative of television viewing preferences of the user. Ismail meets the following 
limitations: 
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said radio communication terminal has program-information-storing-means for 
storing a program information transmitted from said program-information-transmitting- 
apparatus (paragraph 0021); displaying means for displaying a program information 
stored in said program-information-storing-means (paragraph 0021); and recording- 
instruction-transmitting-means for transmitting recording-instruction-information 
instructing a program recording operation to said program recording apparatus via said 
communication network; (paragraph 0054 and 0055) and 

said program recording apparatus has instruction-information-receiving-means for 
receiving said recording instruction-information transmitted via said communication 
network and recording -operation-executing-means for recording a program to be 
broadcast in accordance with the recording-instruction-information received by said 
instruction information-receiving-means, (paragraphs 0066-0068) 



Sato, Tsukidate, and Ismail are combinable because they share a common endeavor, 
namely, program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it 
would have been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the 
receiver terminal without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate and to record programs 
based on user preference as done by Ismail in order to provide maximum personalized 
programming coverage to the user. 



Regarding claim 5, Ismail meets the following limitation - An apparatus for transmitting 
program information as defined in any one of claims 1 to 3, said apparatus further comprising: 
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history-information-obtaining-means for obtaining history information concerning a watching 
operation, a recording operation or both of these operations of the user, for the program 
broadcast in the past; and retrieving-conditions-writing-means for setting, based on the history 
information obtained by said history-information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions 
corresponding to said radio communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving 
conditions into said retrieving-conditions-storing-means. (paragraph 0021 - 0024) 

Regarding claim 8, Sato meets the limitation - A communicating system as defined in 
claim 6 or 7, wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus further comprises 
transmission-conditions-storing-means for storing transmission conditions corresponding to said 
radio terminal, said transmission conditions being used for transmitting the program information 
retrieved by said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal; 

wherein said transmitting means transmits the program information to said radio 
communication terminal corresponding to said transmission conditions, when the 
transmission conditions stored in said transmission-conditions-storing means are 
satisfied, (col. 3, lines 49-57 and col. 8, lines 25-37 [the transmission control unit 
controls operation to transmit data]). 

Regarding claim 9, the examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known to transmit 
program information to a terminal at a time that is a predetermined time before the start of the 
program and it would have been obvious for Sato to include such a step in order for the user to 
exercise his options. 
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Regarding claim 10, Tsukidate meets the limitation - A communicating system as 
defined in claim 6 or 7, wherein the program information reserved in said program information 
database includes a basic information including the broadcast date-and-time of the program, 
channel, and program name information and a detailed information concerning the 
contents of the program, the amount of said detailed information being larger than that of said 
basic information; (col. 9, lines 10-48) 

said transmitting means voluntarily transmits said basic information of the 
program retrieved by said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal, and 
subsequently transmits said detailed information of the program retrieved by said 
retrieving means when an instruction is provided from said radio communication 
terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 11, Ismail meets the limitation - A communicating system as defined 
in claim 6 or 7, said system further comprising history-information-obtaining-means connectable 
to said communication network, for obtaining history information concerning a watching 
operation, a recording operation or both of these operations, of the user, for the program 
broadcast in the past, so as to transmit the history information to said program information- 
transmitting-apparatus; (paragraph 0023 and 0024) 

wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus has retrieving conditions- 
writing-means for setting, based on the history information transmitted from said history- 
information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions corresponding to said radio 
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communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving conditions into said retrieving- 
conditions-storing-means. (paragraphs 0021 and 0022) 

Regarding claim 16, Sato discloses program information searching device that 
automatically applies a tacit search condition maintained in a memory. Thus, Sato provides for 
an apparatus for transmitting program information concerning a program to be broadcast, and 
meets at least a portion of the following limitations for a program-recording-instruction-method 
of instructing a recording operation of a program from a radio communication terminal to a 
program-recording-apparatus for recording a program to be broadcast, comprising the steps of: 
a program-retrieving-step of retrieving a program which satisfies retrieving 

conditions preset by a user of said radio communication terminal, from a database in 

which program information concerning a program to be broadcast is reserved; (page 3, 

paragraph 7) 

Sato is silent regarding the actual movement of this information to a desired terminal. 

Tsukidate discloses a program information broadcasting system device and receiving 
unit. Tsukidate is concerned with preparing a master data of program guide information at a 
broadcasting center and then a program basic guide and then transmitting to the required 
terminal. With reference to the wirelessly transmitting to a radio communication terminal, 
Tsukidate states that the transmitting data is broadcast as a broadcasting wave signal and, thus, 
allows for reception by a radio receiver (col. 13, lines 38-44). Thus, Tsukidate meets the 
following limitations: 
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a program-information-transmitting-step, in which, when a program satisfying 
said retrieving conditions is retrieved, a program information concerning the retrieved 
program is obtained from said database, so that the program information is voluntarily 
transmitted to said radio communication terminal; (col. 7, line 53 to col. 8, line 37) 
a program-information-displaying-step of receiving the transmitted program 
information at said radio terminal and displaying the received program information, so as 
to prompt the user to instruct the recording operation of the program; (col. 12, lines 2-18) 
Neither Sato nor Tsukidate involves instruction for recording devices. 

Ismail discloses a system for recording television programs for subsequent view by a user 
that includes a preference determination module, which is responsive to attribute information 
associated with television programs viewed by the user and generates recordation preference 
information indicative of television viewing preferences of the user. Ismail meets the following 
limitation: 

a recording-instruction-transmitting-step, in which, when the recording operation 
of the program is instructed, recording-instruction-information is transmitted from said 
radio communication terminal to said program-recording apparatus (paragraphs 0066- 
0068). 



Sato, Tsukidate, and Ismail are combinable because they share a common endeavor, 
namely, program information broadcast systems. At the time of the applicant's invention it 
would have been obvious to modify Sato to provide the program information signal to the 
receiver terminal without prompting by the user as done by Tsukidate and to record programs 
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based on user preference as done by Ismail I order to provide maximum personalized 
programming coverage to the user. 

Regarding claim 17, (Once Amended) A method of instructing a program recording 
operation as defined in claim 16, wherein, in said program-information-transmitting-step, when 
the transmission conditions which are set corresponding to the user of said radio terminal 
are satisfied, the program information retrieved in said retrieving step is transmitted, (col. 3, lines 
49-57 and col. 8, lines 25-37 [the transmission control unit controls operation to transmit 
data]). 



Regarding claim 18, Tsukidate meets the limitations for the following: A method of 
instructing a program recording operation as defined in claim 16 or 17, wherein the program 
information reserved in said database includes a basic information including the broadcast date- 
and-time of the program, channel, and program name information and a detailed information 
concerning the contents of the program, the amount of said detailed information being larger 
than that of said basic information; (col. 9, lines 10-48) 

and wherein, in said program-information-transmitting-step, said basic 
information of the program retrieved in said program retrieving step is voluntarily 
transmitted to said radio communication terminal, and said detailed information of the 
program retrieved in said retrieving step is sequentially transmitted to said radio 
communication terminal when an instruction is provided from said radio communication 
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terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 22, Ismail meets the limitation - An apparatus for transmitting program 
information as defined in claim 4, said apparatus further comprising: history-information- 
obtaining-means for obtaining history information concerning a watching operation, a recording 
operation or both of these operations of the user, for the program broadcast in the past; 
(paragraph 0023 and 0024) and 

retrieving-conditions-writing-means for setting, based on the history information 
obtained by said history-information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions corresponding to 
said radio communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving conditions into said 
retrieving-conditions-storing-means. (paragraphs 0021 and 0022) 

Regarding claim 23, Sato meets the limitation - A communicating system as defined in 
claim 8, wherein the program information reserved in said program information database 
includes a basic information including the broadcast: date-and-time of the program, channel, and 
program name information and a detailed information concerning the contents of the 
program, the amount of said detailed information being larger than that of said basic 
information (col. 9, lines 10-48); 

said transmitting means voluntarily transmits said basic information of the 
program retrieved by said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal, and 
subsequently transmits said detailed information of the program retrieved by said program 
satisfying said retrieving conditions is retrieved by means of said retrieving means, the program 
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information concerning said retrieved program to said radio communication terminal 
corresponding to said retrieving conditions (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 24, Sato meets the limitation - A communicating system as defined in 
claim 9, wherein the program information reserved in said program information database 
includes a basic information including the broadcast date-and-time of the program, channel, and 
program name information and a detailed information concerning the contents of the program, 
the amount of said detailed information being larger than that of said basic information (col. 9, 
lines 10-48); said transmitting means voluntarily transmits said basic information of the program 
retrieved by said retrieving means to said radio communication terminal, and subsequently 
transmits said detailed information of the program retrieved by said retrieving means when an 
instruction is provided from said radio communication terminal (col. 3, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 25, Ismail meets the limitation _ A communicating system as defined in 
claim 8, said system further comprising history-information-obtaining-means connectable to said 
communication network, for obtaining history information concerning a watching operation, a 
recording operation or both of these operations, of the user, for the program broadcast in the past, 
so as to transmit the history information to said program-information-transmitting-apparatus; 
(paragraph 0023 and 0024) 

wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus has retrieving-conditions- 
writing-means for setting, based on the history information transmitted from said history- 
information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions corresponding to said radio 
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communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving conditions into said retrieving- 
conditions-storing-means. (paragraphs 0021 and 0022) 

Regarding claim 26. Ismail meets the limitations - A communicating system as defined in 
claim 9, said system further comprising history-information-obtaining-means connectable to said 
communication network, for obtaining history information concerning a watching operation, a 
recording operation or both of these operations, of the user, for the program broadcast in the past, 
so as to transmit the history information to said program-information-transmitting apparatus; 
(paragraph 0023 and 0024) 

wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus has retrieving- 
conditions-writing-means for setting, based on the history information transmitted from 
said history-information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions corresponding to said 
radio communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving conditions into 
said retrieving-conditions-storing-means. (paragraphs 0021 and 0022) 

Regarding claim 27, Ismail meets the limitations - A communicating system as defined in 
claim 10, said system further comprising history-information-obtaining-means connectable to 
said communication network, for obtaining history information concerning a watching operation, 
a recording operation or both of these operations, of the user, for the program broadcast in the 
past, so as to transmit the history information to said program-information-transmitting- 
apparatus, (paragraph 0023 and 0024) 
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wherein said program-information-transmitting-apparatus has retrieving- 
conditions-writing-means for setting, based on the history information transmitted from 
said histoiy-information-obtaining-means, the retrieving conditions corresponding to said 
radio communication terminal of said user, so as to write the retrieving conditions into 
said retrieving-conditions-storing-means. (paragraphs 0021 and 0022) 



Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nickum discloses a personal preferred viewing system and method using an electronic 
program guide. 

Dunn et al. discloses an interactive entertainment network system and method for 
customizing operation according to view preferences. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be addressed to 
Alan Gantt at telephone number (703) 305-0077. The examiner can normally be reached 
between 9:30 AM and 6 PM within the Eastern Time Zone. The group FAX number is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to this application should be directed to the 
group receptionist at telephone number (703) 305-4700. 



Alan T. Gantt 
June 25, 2004 ^COg^ 




